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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Under the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security, about 53,000 U.S.
troops are stationed in Japan and have the exclusive use of 89 facilities throughout the archipelago. In
exchange for the bases, the United States guarantees Japan s security. The alliance has endured over 50 years,
through periods of intense partnership and stretches of political drift. In the past decade, the relationship has
seen both ends of the spectrum. During the first term of the George W. Bush Administration, converging U.S.
and Japanese objectives in confronting North Korea s nuclear and missile programs and Japan s participation
in U.S. operations in Irag and Afghanistan reinforced the notion of the U.S.-Japan alliance as one of the central
partnerships of U.S. foreign policy, particularly in Asia. By 2007, political developments in Japan and diverging
policy approaches to North Korea created some distance in the relationship. After the Democratic Party of
Japan took power in a historical election in September 2009, a disagreement over the relocation of the
Futenma Marine airbase in Okinawa erupted into a public rift that led many to question the fundamental
soundness of the alliance. Regional developments in 2010, however, appeared to refocus attention in
Washington and Tokyo on the value of .
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