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Report of Hospital Conference Held at Philadelphia, October 24, 1921 You have all undoubtedly asked yourselves
why this program of the American College of Surgeons has been received with so much approval, why it has
attracted so much attention, why it has had so much influence. Scientific medicine is developing so rapidly that
of necessity it is reducing the number of the medical profession in proportion to the people they have to care
for. Medicine, therefore, is becoming more wholesale and institutional, less retail and domiciliary. That of
necessity has placed an enormous responsibility upon the hospital, because the hospitals must be the
institutions in which the wholesale or group medicine is practised. The American College of Surgeons is
responsible for the standardization of hospitals, because in its early days it found it necessary to standardize its
own environments. For instance, in making a standard for admission to fellowship, it was necessary that we ask
the candidates to furnish us the reports of fifty major operations and fifty minor operations, in lieu of an
examination. These reports began to come in. They were on all kinds of forms. There was absolutely no
standard record on which they could give us the evidence of their own ability to practise surgery. Soon we were
asked from every direction to furnish a standardized system of records, to suggest a form upon which these
records could be given to the College. We attempted to do that. A committee was formed for the purpose, and
we furnished, wherever required, a set of standardized records. Then what happened? The hospitals a great
many of...
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