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Relative to the Foreign Born and the Native White of Foreign or
Mixed Parentage When modern censuses began, the
enumeration unit was the family or household, and the
population was determined from the number of households and
the number of persons in each. But for two generations the
enumeration unit has been the individual, to whom a line on the
schedule or a separate card or sheet is devoted and about
whose characteristics many questions are asked. The answers
state physical traits, like sex, age, and race; educational traits,
like illiteracy or ability to speak English; and economic traits, like
occupation or ownership of the home. Most of the tables which
result from assembling the answers to these questions are
necessarily underlain by the idea that the individual is, at least
for census purposes, the unit out of which society or the State is
constructed. More recently this one-sided individualism of the
census tabulation has been supplemented by special studies of
certain...
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