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The Blackburn Press, United States, 2003. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 274 x 213 mm. Language: English
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** First published in 1974, this book has become a classic in the field.
The book sought to identify hypotheses that had been erected in the past, and to investigate the extent to which
they had been adequately tested. The various environmental and methodologic factors that needed to be
addressed in attempting future tests of hypotheses were discussed. There was no attempt to present an
encyclopedic account of the literature. A very large volume of publications was traced and obtained. This effort
was considered to be closed when new documents added little to the accumulated pattern of ideas, but even so,
over 400 titles appear in the references. The volume should therefore continue to be of value as a source of
ideas for benthic biologists, and teachers and students of limnology. The historic survey of the literature
provided remains as useful to future students as it did then. The reason why so many projects to this day begin
with sampling along a transect from the shore to a deep spot or the lake center is that early benthic biologists
were puzzled as to how organisms could have been adapted to these somewhat transient freshwater bodies (in
contrast to the oceans). This approach makes very little sense for many purposes, as it maximizes all of the
sediment and water column variables in the system. Questions such as this, and the need to select an
appropriate piece of sampling gear, rather than using what lies on the supply room floor, still need to be
addressed. In a new foreword, Dr. Brinkhurst identifies new themes and progress made since the original work
was presented 25 years ago. Many of the current...
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