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illustrated. 1885 Excerpt: . . . CHAPTER VII. AT VAVAU. ON March 21st, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas left Nukualofa for
their new station at Vavau. The parting with the people was painful, and many tears were shed. After a
comfortable voyage in an American whaler, though slow by reason of light and contrary winds, they reached
their destination on the 25 th, and in a day or two Mr. Thomas was in full and regular work. The first local
preachers meeting was held on the 4th of May, when a faithful inquiry discovered no case in which a charge
could be brought against the moral character of any of the teachers. Fourteen persons, says Mr. Thomas, have
been proposed and accepted as teachers. Some of them are very promising persons. Three or four are chiefs,
and all are deeply pious. Amongst them is Sailosi (Cyrus) Faone, my old friend and teacher when | lived at
Lifuka four years ago. In May, a new delight came to Mr. and Mrs. Thomas in the birth of their first-born son,
whereat the fathers heart rejoiced with much tenderness and devout praise. Month after month passed in
patient and unremitting toil. The translating work, with growing familiarity with the language, advanced more
and more rapidly. The number of converts steadily increased. On October 8th Mr. Thomas records: Brother
Watkin left us this morning and sailed for Lifuka. Also on the same day sailed Brothers Cross and Cargill for
their station at the Fijis. We...
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